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frequencies and provide the names of
ships to be served with the application.

(2) Private coast station licensees
must provide copies of their license to
all ships with which they are author-
ized to conduct radioprinter oper-
ations.

SPECIAL PROCEDURES—SHIP STATIONS

§ 80.141 General provisions for ship
stations.

(a) Points of communication. Ship sta-
tions and marine utility stations on
board ships are authorized to commu-
nicate with any station in the mari-
time mobile service.

(b) Service requirements for all ship sta-
tions. (1) Each ship station must re-
ceive and acknowledge all communica-
tions which are addressed to the ship
or to any person on board.

(2) Every ship, on meeting with any
direct danger to the navigation of
other ships such as ice, a derelict ves-
sel, a tropical storm, subfreezing air
temperatures associated with gale
force winds causing severe icing on su-
perstructures, or winds of force 10 or
above on the Beaufort scale for which
no storm warning has been received,
must transmit related information to
ships in the vicinity and to the au-
thorities on land unless such action
has already been taken by another sta-
tion. All such radio messages must be
preceded by the safety signal.

(3) A ship station may accept com-
munications for retransmission to any
other station in the maritime mobile
service. Whenever such messages or
communications have been received
and acknowledged by a ship station for
this purpose, that station must re-
transmit the message as soon as pos-
sible.

(c) Service requirements for vessels.
Each ship station provided for compli-
ance with Part II of Title III of the
Communications Act must provide a
public correspondence service on voy-
ages of more than 24 hours for any per-
son who requests the service.

(1) Compulsory radiotelegraph ships
must provide this service during the
hours the radio operator is normally on
duty.

(2) Compulsory radiotelephone ships
must provide this service for at least

four hours daily. The hours must be
prominently posted at the principal op-
erating location of the station.

(d) Operating conditions. Effective
August 1, 1994, VHF hand-held, portable
transmitters used while connected to
an external power source or a ship an-
tenna must be equipped with an auto-
matic timing device that deactivates
the transmitter and reverts the trans-
mitter to the receive mode after an un-
interrupted transmission period of five
minutes, plus or minus 10 percent. Ad-
ditionally, such transmitters must
have a device that indicates when the
automatic timer has deactivated the
transmitter. See also § 80.203(c).

[51 FR 31213, Sept. 2, 1986, as amended at 56
FR 57988, Nov. 15, 1991]

§ 80.142 Ships using radiotelegraphy.
(a) Calling by narrow-band direct-print-

ing. (1) NB–DP ship stations must call
United States public coast stations on
frequencies designated for NB–DP oper-
ation.

(2) Where it is known that the coast
station maintains a watch on working
frequencies for ship station NB–DP
calls the ship station must make its
initial NB–DP call on those fre-
quencies.

(3) Calls to a coast station or other
ship station must employ the following
format: Coast station identification
number, repeated twice; ‘‘DE’’, sent
once; and ship station selective call
number, repeated twice. When the
coast station does not reply to a call
sent three times at intervals of two
minutes, the calling must cease for fif-
teen minutes.

(b) NB-DP operating procedure. The
operation of NB-DP equipment in the
maritime mobile service must be in ac-
cordance with the operating procedures
contained in the latest version of CCIR
Recommendation 492 that does not pre-
vent the use of existing equipment.

(c) Required channels for radio-
telegraphy. (1) Each ship station using
telegraphy on frequencies within the
band 405–525 kHz must be capable of:

(i) Transmit and receive on 500 kHz
using the authorized emissions, and

(ii) Transmit on at least two working
frequencies and receive on all other
frequencies necessary for their service
using authorized emissions, and
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(iii) When a radiotelegraph installa-
tion is compulsory, a fourth frequency
within this band which is authorized
specifically for direction finding must
also be provided.

(2) Each ship station using teleg-
raphy on frequencies within the band
90–160 kHz must be capable of transmit-
ting and receiving Class A1A emission
on the frequency 143 kHz, and on at
least two additional working fre-
quencies within this band except that
portion between 140 kHz and 146 kHz.

(3) Each ship station using teleg-
raphy and operating in the bands be-
tween 4000–27500 kHz must be capable
of transmitting and receiving Class
A1A or J2A emission on at least one
frequency authorized for calling and at
least two frequencies authorized for
working in each of the bands for which
facilities are provided to carry on its
service.

(4) Each ship station using teleg-
raphy in Region 2 on frequencies with-
in the band 2065–2107 kHz must be capa-
ble of transmitting and receiving Class
A1A or J2A emission on at least one
frequency in this band authorized for
working in addition to a frequency in
this hand authorized for calling.

[51 FR 31213, Sept. 2, 1986, as amended at 54
FR 49993, Dec. 4, 1989]

§ 80.143 Required frequencies for
radiotelephony.

(a) Except for compulsory vessels,
each ship radiotelephone station li-
censed to operate in the band 1605–3500
kHz must be able to receive and trans-
mit J3E emission on the frequency 2182
kHz. Ship stations are additionally au-
thorized to receive and transmit H3E
emission for communications with for-
eign coast stations and with vessels of
foreign registry. If the station is used
for other than safety communications,
it must be capable also of receiving and
transmitting the J3E emission on at
least two other frequencies in that
band. However, ship stations which op-
erate exclusively on the Mississippi
River and its connecting waterways,
and on high frequency bands above 3500
kHz, need be equipped with 2182 kHz
and one other frequency within the
band 1605–3500 kHz. Additionally, use of
A3E emission is permitted for distress
and safety purposes on 2182 kHz for

portable survival craft equipment also
having the capability to operate on 500
kHz and for transmitters authorized
for use prior to January 1, 1972.

(b) Except as provided in paragraph
(c) of this section, at least one VHF ra-
diotelephone transmitter/receiver must
be able to transmit and receive on the
following frequencies:

(1) The distress, safety and calling
frequency 156.800 MHz;

(2) The primary intership safety fre-
quency 156.300 MHz;

(3) One or more working frequencies;
and

(4) All other frequencies necessary
for its service.

(c) Where a ship ordinarily has no re-
quirement for VHF communications,
handheld VHF equipment may be used
solely to comply with the bridge-to-
bridge navigational communication re-
quirements contained in subpart U of
this part.

[51 FR 31213, Sept. 2, 1986, as amended at 52
FR 35244, Sept. 18, 1987]

§ 80.145 Class C EPIRB operational
procedures.

Class C EPIRBs must be used for dis-
tress purposes only after use of the
VHF/FM radiotelephone installation,
in accordance with § 80.320, has proved
unsuccessful or when a VHF/FM radio-
telephone installation is not fitted, or
when specifically requested to do so by
a station engaged in search and rescue
operations.

SHIPBOARD GENERAL PURPOSE WATCHES

§ 80.146 Watch on 500 kHz.

During their hours of service, ship
stations using frequencies in the au-
thorized bands between 405–525 kHz
must, remain on watch on 500 kHz ex-
cept when the operator is transmitting
on 500 kHz or operating on another fre-
quency. The provisions of this section
do not relieve the ship from complying
with the requirements for a safety
watch as prescribed in §§ 80.304 and
80.305.

§ 80.147 Watch on 2182 kHz.

Ship stations must maintain a watch
on 2182 kHz as prescribed by § 80.304(b).
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